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Estate Planning Seminar for South Dakota 
Farmers & Ranchers
Swier Law Firm, Prof. LLC and Security National Bank will be holding an educational 
seminar entitled “Estate Planning for Farmers & Ranchers” on Tuesday, November 19, 
2013, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the SDSU Extension Regional Center in Winner.

The seminar will focus on:

Seating is limited.

Reserve your seats today by

5 Duties of a Personal Representative in 
South Dakota
When setting up your South Dakota estate plan, you will be asked to name a Personal 

At the time of your death, your Personal Representative will have several duties, including:

Duty #1 - Locating and protecting your assets that will be subject to probate.

Duty #2 - Determining who you owed money to and paying o! these debts.

Duty #3 - Obtaining the values of your probate assets.

Duty #4 - Preparing and "ling all of your personal and estate tax returns.

Duty #5 - Distributing your assets to the proper bene"ciaries. 

responsibility.  However, with the help of your estate planning attorney, you should be 
able to choose the right person for the job.



Texts and Instant Messaging -‐ A New 
Frontier for South Dakota Businesses
Texting and instant messaging should be “on the radar” for any South Dakota business. 
Email is no longer the only electronic communication that may be used in defending 
lawsuits. Because of “smart phones,” texts and instant messaging have become an 
increasingly vital type of evidence in lawsuits. 

What is Text and Instant Messaging?

infrastructure, and usually having no cost to the user. A recent Pew Research Center study 

How Big is Text and Instant Messaging?

who sent one billion messages a day. Granted, a large portion of these messages, even in the work context, are personal, such as “Where 

more informal and less careful about the contents of their text and instant messages.

How is Text and Instant Messaging Important in a South Dakota Business Lawsuit?

Text and instant messages can be a factor in lawsuits and investigations. They have been used as evidence in sexual harassment and 
wrongful termination cases, and often in litigation arising out of industrial and other accidents. Prosecutors appear particularly interested in 
text and instant messages in building potential criminal cases. 

South Dakota businesses must recognize the importance of text and instant messaging and understand that email is no longer the only 
form of electronic communication that may used in lawsuits. 

Q: In South Dakota, what is a “joint tenancy”?
A: Under South Dakota law, there are a variety of ways to title property. Title is the method in which property is owned. How property 

common, and joint tenancy.

right. When one joint tenant passes away their interest in the property automatically is transferred to the surviving joint tenant. This is the 
common ownership form among married couples, and couples often do this to their property to avoid probate. However,  when placing 
property in joint tenancy one must be cautious and contemplate the pros and cons of such an action because a joint tenant cannot leave 
their interest in the property to someone through their will.



we painted a few pumpkins for Uncle Chris and Aunt Brooke.  We got the pumpkins we 

apples.  Will played “Guess the Ghost” with his class.  Kate played games with her class too!  

our neighbors and stopped and saw Carol and Dave and Chris from the o!ce.  We all got 
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Q:  Why would I want to form a South Dakota Limited 
Liability Company?
A: For many businesses in Sioux Falls and throughout South Dakota, a Limited Liability 

owners, who report them on their personal tax returns just as they would if they owned a 
partnership or sole proprietorship.

Finally, although setting up an LLC is more di!cult than creating a partnership or sole 


